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Brief Biographical sketch of His Holiness
Ahune Theophiios.

i(11s Holimess Abune Thcnphilm was born on April 24, 19100 fhe fanous monas-
tery of Debre Elias. Gojjam. of a deeply religious family. Ths Tather was Ato Wolde-

Marrn Wube and his mother Woizero Zertihun Adclahu. P Tlolimess received his
fundamenial education of reading and canticles from Memhn (Master) Merigeta




12edahegn and Ghira Geta Sahilu in the place of his birth during his early childhood
He later st_udicd Kine (refined poetry)and Bible interpretation at Debre Elias in thcor\.’
and practice under tha able tutorship of Memhir Gabre Selassie. an o;.zlst'mdin:r
(I:hurch sch_oiar and qualified as a **Memhir™". He has also studied commcnlzl‘rv ’lI‘Ig
mllcr.prclallon of Wudassae Mariam and Kidasse Mariam. songs in praise L;ftlhc
\’:rg!n Mary. His Holiness later came to Addis Ababa in 1920 E.C (I9j?-"8) and
studu_:d the interpretation of both the New Testament and the ['—‘cﬂ-m .Ncnhc::'.t (I‘a\\-
of ngs]l under the expert guidance of Membhir Tekle, later known as :Nchurt; Id
Tak!e Haimanot. and still later better known as His Beatitude Abune Yohannes. His
Holiness has not only reaped the fruits of spiritual enlightenment but has alw; Iwon
numerous disciples dedicated to the service of the Church through extensiv‘c ic;lchinﬂ
This is only a cursory review of his fundamental education for there are no rcii"imi;
books that His Holiness has not read and no Biblical interpretation which h': m).l
come under his perusal. h

His ‘Holinc:;T; later rccc‘ivcd spiritual guidance to make for the Monastery of
Teklc Haimanot in Debre Libanos in 1930 E.C. (1937/8) where he was dcdicalcd for
life to the Order of Monks in the Church.

IWhen His Imperial Majesty, Haile Selassie 1. returned to Ethiopia in 1941 after
scoring a resounding victory over the forces of fascism it was His particular wish
_thallhc clergy should be well versed not only in traditional Church education i)ut '11;;0
in modern religious thoughts. His Holiness Abune Theophilos was one of the uw;n-l\
Church scholars then chosen to receive modern religious education in the recincts
0? l[];l{.‘ palace by special order of His Majesty the E;nperor under the able Euidancé
gr lhl;:()f]':clh(;sl()):l Tl?:|l}|ﬁ\||»TS:1d1k Kassa until the establishment of the Theological College

In 1935 E.C. His Holiness was appointed administrator of the Trinity Church
(now the Trinity Cathedral) by the gracious command and consent of the {Em eror
Wher.n the new Trinity Cathedral was inaugurated in 1936 E.C.(1943/4) and wh& {ht;
remains of Princess Zenebe Work and Princess Tsehai as well as those of the fallen
patriots were moved into the new Cathedral His Holiness Abune Tewoflos became the
aldrni.mslr:]mr of both the new and the old places of worship after being fully decorated
k-;‘_\"l-lhls Majesty the Emperor. In 1938 E.C. His Holiness was named Like Siltanat off the
rJ|1;;,][:;eciz:::;g_ml when that title was first created for its administrator and was

Later, through the Grace of God and the efforts of the Government an agree-
ment was reachcd between the See of Alexandria and the Ethiopian Orthodox C'h:urch
under which Ethiopian bishops were to be consecrated for the first time. His'l-lﬁlincqq
Abune Theophilos was one of the five Ethiopian church leaders then elected to b‘
consecrated for the high office and, therefore. left for Egypt on April 19 . 1946 HowL-
ever, all‘lhe five nominees had to return to Ethiopia because of dclu\-'._\' crea‘wd by
various factors and it was not until July 25. 1948 that His Holiness Abune Thcophilois
was consecrated Bishop of Hararghie along with the rest of the Church 1cadér~; h;-
the then Patriarch of Alexandria, His Holiness the late Abune Yossab. On [-'cbrl-.nr:-
18. 1950. the Holy Synod of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church appointed him Dcp‘ut'\-
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Patriarch of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church and the appointment was conlirmed by
His Holiness the Late Abune Bassilios. In accordance with an agreement existing
between Ethiopia and Egypt when His Holiness the Late Abune Bassilios was con-
secrated Patriarch of Ethiopia. His Grace Abune Theophilos became the representative
of His Holiness Abune Yossab in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. When His Hol-
iness the Late Abune Bassilios became Patriarch of Ethiopia. His Grace Abune
Theophilos was named Archbishop of Hararghic. Thus. His Holiness has served the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church for a total of 28 years: Three years as Memhir (Master).
two as Like Siltanat, 12 as Bishop. and 11 as Archbishop.

His Holiness Abune Theophilos was clected Patriarch of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church on April 7.1971. at the age of 61 after serving the ancient religious institution
as Deputy Patriarch fora total of 20 years through the Grace of God. We are celebrat-
ing today the ceremonial Elevation to the Patriarchal Throne of His Holiness Abune
Theophilos as Patriarch of Ethiopia.

Some of the Prominent Accomplishments
of His Holiness Abune Theophilos.

We give the following brief historical outline of the prominent achievements of
His Holiness Abune Theophilos both inside and outsidet his country ever since he
dedicated his life to the service of Christ and the Ethiopian Orthodox Church through
divine guidance. His Holiness has won numerous disciples for the service of the
Church as a religious teacher.

As a leader and administrator of the Theological College, which was opened by
special command of His Imperial Majesty Haile Sclassie 1 His Holiness Abune
Theophilos has proved to be a source of great spiritual enlightenment for the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church. As Like Siltanat of the Trinity Cathedral, His Holiness had made
tremendous contributions towards the development of the Ethiopian Orthodox
Church. The work of the Trinity Cathedral itself began to assume a better form and
shape through the consummate efforts of His Holiness. During the negotiations held
by the Imperial Ethiopian Government with a view to enabling the Ethiopian Or-
thodox Church to appoint its own senior Bishops, His Holiness Abunce Theophilos
played an outstanding role by frequently travelling to Egypt as leader of Ethiopian
delegations and participating in the talks.

Through the evangelical mission personally undertaken and accomplished
by His Holiness many thousands of people have been baptised and converted to the
Christian religion. To cite only a few examples, through a single evangelical journey
made to Bale Governorate General in the districts of Dodola, Serofta, Hebeno,
Kokossa, and Gatta. 24.000 followers of Awama and other beliefs were baptised
after being subjected to his power of religious persuasion and made members of the
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His Holiness Abune Theophilos has several accomplishments to his credit in the
field of meeting the educational and spiritual needs of the Ethiopian people. Among
many notable accomplishments in His Archdiocese of Harargie, the following could
be cited:

As the followers of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church were steadily growing,
His Holiness helped in realizing the establishment of 12 new churches by bringing
the matter to the attention of His Imperial Majesty. Haile Selassic 1. and by stimulating
self-help on the part of the laity.

His Holiness founded a religious association known as “Kassate Berhan
(Revelation of Light) still functioning in Harar and rendering a valuable spiritual
service to the Province. Through funds made available through donations from
the association, a public library has been opened which is meeting the constant
need for knowledge. A large hall made available by His Majesty the Emperor when
the matter was brought to His attention by His Holiness is now serving as a vital
forum of healthy discussions and spiritual enlightenment for youth. Prominent per-
sonalities from various ficlds are also invited to speak at the hall. Through the funds
generously madeavailable to it by His Majesty the Emperor the association has esta-
blished a printing press whose proceeds are helping to run a primary school for
orphans,

Through the gracious consent of His Imperial Majesty. Haile Sclassie I,
His Holiness has established two schools in the city of Harar and in Kulubi which are
meeting the temporal and spiritual needs of youth. Special mention must be made of
the Teachers Training school for Theologians which His Holiness established in
in Harrar more than fifteen years ago. Many of the teachers trained at this school
are rendering an invaluable spiritual service to the country.

In accordance with its outward - looking policy of creating an atmosphere of in-
timate relations with the rest of the world, it has been generally realized that the Ethio-
pian Orthodox Church has to move forward with a confidence based on its rich
religious tradition. In conformity with this progressive policy. His Holiness has re-
presented the Ethiopian Orthodox Church at various international conferences o
advance the cause of the ecumenical movement.

According to its regulations the World Council of Churches holds its Assembly
in which thousands of delegates are represented every six or seven years. When the
first Assembly of the World Council of Churches met in Amsterdam in 1948, His
Holiness headed the delegation of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church to the conference.

His Holiness has also attended similar assemblics of the World Council of
Churches held in Evanston, U.S.A. in 1956: New Delhi, India. in 1961: and in
Uppsala, Sweden in 1967 in the same capacity.

In recognition of the spiritual leadership and eminence of His Holiness,
the All-African Conference of Churches clected Abune Theophilos twice in
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successton too serve as one of its three Presidents. His Holiness still holds that
olhice ol honour.

i 1945, when the Internatioanl Conference of Sunday Schools was held in
Iinnmeham, Great Britain, and its secretariat established under the name of Chris-
tran Lducation and Sunday School, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church was represented
at the meeting by His Holiness Abune Theophilos.

He attended the Central Committee meeting of the World Council of Churches
held in Chichester, Great Britain, in 1955. When the 1,900th anniversary of the
visit of St. Paul to Greece was observed in 1958 E.C. (1965/6) with great pomp,
His Holiness represented the Ethiopian Orthodox Church at the ceremony as
a guest of the Greek Orthodox Church. While there, he paid an official visit to
more than 20 historical monasteries on Mt. Athos and presented gifts specially
sent by the Emperor to the Greek Orthodox Church.

In addition, His Holiness has represented the Ethiopian Orthodox Church
heading the Ethiopian delegation at the Meeting of the Oriental Orthodox Churches
held in Addis Ababa in 1965. His Holiness presided over the second General Assembly
of the All-African Conference of Churches held in Abidjian, the Ivory Coast,
in Sept. 1969 and at a highly successful Central Committee Meeting of the World
Council of Churches held at Africa Hall from January 10th to 2Ist this year.

His Holiness Abune Theophilos has helped immensely in the spread of the faith
of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church by establishing places of worship in the United
States, Trinidad and Tobago, and in Guyana.

These are only a few of the many prominent accomplishments of His Holiness
Abune Theophilos. It is our constant prayer that His future accomplishments would be
crowned with even more resounding success.
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